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Why does Place-Based Learning matter?  

Robert Bogdanffy, Board Member New Horizons Foundation: Place Based Learning 
and Service Learning alike are extremely important to rebuild part of the fabric of 
society that was destroyed during communism. Romania has been reeling and has been 
struggling to recover a part of social capital that has been destroyed during that time. 
What Romanians can do is to encourage this type of learning in the classroom and 
outside of the classroom, to explore their surroundings, to understand local cultures 
and understand the problems around them, near them, that impact their daily lives. 

Stefan Stancu, Advocacy Ambassador New Horizons Foundation:  I think that our 
communist history forced us to go silent about doing good. But the people never 
stopped doing good in their private meetings or private households. And I think that 
we need to hear after that period and what better cure than to get socially involved in 
your community. And this is exactly the thing that Place Based Learning and Service 
Learning are teaching us, to see that doing good and making good around you it's the 
best solution we have right now.  



Maria Butyka, General Director New Horizons Foundation: I could say that in 
Romania, and not only in Romania at a global level, but especially in Romania we are 
facing a lot of challenges, both socially and economically. There are a lot of 
uncertainties, a lot of changes even at the educational level in this period. And I 
consider that PBL as a methodology in itself makes very fast and very direct the 
connection between school, or what children learn at school, and the reality and daily 
life of children.  

I consider that it is very relevant that when they are in an educational context the child 
will see the connection between what he learns at school and what happens in his daily 
life And his life happens in a community, right? I think there are very few children who 
do not live in a community. So, through the access to activities in the field of PBL, the 
child manages to connect better to his community.  

Do national policies influence Place-Based Learning?  

Robert Bogdanffy, Board Member New Horizons Foundation:  Unfortunately, most 
of the traditions hinder Place Based Learning. It starts with the classroom where you 
are not encouraged to do collaborative learning. It's very much individualistic. Critical 
thought is not encouraged as much as it should be. So it is absolutely crucial to combat 
these vestiges from the past and to start looking towards solutions locally, start 
looking towards the implementation of critical thinking, not just learning about it, but 
actually doing.  

Stefan Stancu, Advocacy Ambassador New Horizons Foundation: There is a 
‘common law’ in our country that learning only takes place inside, in the classroom. 
And I also think that is the right time to challenge that mindset, that learning is a 
growing place, a growing process, and it can take place in various environments. 

Andreea Tabun, Program Manager New Horizons Foundation: There are no policies, 
as far as I know in Romania, who help implement PBL in schools. They would be 
recommended to exist. There are some practices in schools through which students go 
out in the community during their excursions, the school week, the green school, and so 
on. But these are not done with the purpose of intentional learning. And then maybe 
the focus should be put here, on the part of learning. Connecting the place with the 
objectives and with the learning from the subjects that are taught in school.  

Alina Mustata, Education Expert: In Romania, in the school field, there is 
encouragement at the policy level to implement such methodologies. However, in 
reality, the practices in school are still plagued by administrative difficulties, the lack of 
experience of the teachers in working together, in preparing lessons together, in 
delivering lessons together and meeting to give feedback. And this can be done by using 



the PBL methodology, to hope to change the school culture in the long run and to 
create a more pleasant and efficient education. 

Be persuasive, in 20 seconds: 

Robert Bogdanffy: I think the best tool to disenfranchisement, to combat 
disenfranchisement, is to equip youth and young adults alike with the necessary tools, 
to give them the tools to be able to recognize and solve problems in their own 
communities. This is something that will help them throughout their lives, and this is 
something that we need to pursue.  

Maria Butyka: I would recommend that the educational policies that are being built 
in Romania, but also at the European level, do not ignore the needs of children, young 
people, and students. I consider that educational programs that are not aligned with 
the needs of the community and children cannot be sustainable. 

Alina Mustata: I would say that the well-being of people, communities and societies in 
general, actually depends on this relationship that we build when we are children and 
learn, and which brings us in the long run the desire to contribute to invest in the 
future, to stay in the country, to stay in Romania to stay in a certain community. And 
then all this learning that we do abroad deserves to be passed on. That is where this 
relationship is created. 
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