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What is Place-Based Learning?

Alina Mustata, educational expert: PBL is a new understanding of space that provides us
with learning. This space extends from the level of a classroom concept, within a school,
to understanding that the place surrounding us the community, which includes people,
places, spaces, objects, nature, and the environment offers all these possibilities to explore
and discover. These are the opportunities that allow us to learn about, for, and through
these places, objects, and people, in order to connect from this micro-universe to the wider
space, in the universe around us, and to understand things about other countries, other
people, and other cultures.

What are the easily replicable aspects of Place-Based
Learning?

David Pirneci, History and Social Education Teacher: Teamwork. In our community, people
work very well in teams, and they are eager to explore this skill. As a teacher, | have
managed to correlate the content much more effectively with the students' real-life
context, making connections between content and students' reality. Then, every time
students presented what they accomplished in teams, the other members provided



positive feedback by highlighting three positive aspects they observed in the project and
one aspect that could be improved.

What were the students' reactions?

Rodica Arapu, French language teacher: | was surprised and, | can say, truly delighted to
see students who were previously less active in the classroom suddenly very eager to work
and respond.

David Pirneci, History and Social Education Teacher: After students completed activities
using the Action Bound application, | noticed how well they work in teams, and by the end
of the first activity, they wanted to do PBL again the following week. And this motivation
came from them, not from us.

Place-Based Learning without significant resources?

David Pirneci: First of all, they need to see this method as a challenge, an internal
challenge that leads to much more effective results.

Rodica Arapu: | taught expressing what you like and dislike in the schoolyard, so in the
park, using pebbles, leaves, color schemes, and trees, and it was free. At the library, | used
what was available there, bookshelves, tables and could teach in the same way without
spending anything. My physics colleague used the school sports field, running tracks, and
the children brought measuring tapes from home, again at zero cost.

How does Place-Based Learning improve teaching?

Rodica Arapu: A major benefit of changing teaching was the exploitation, in a positive
sense, of creativity. A teacher designing lessons using this methodology is forced to
reinvent themselves, working with what they have.

David Pirneci: Firstly, | used the reflection journal much more often, almost every history
lesson. After that, | integrated student feedback much more effectively.

What impressed you about improved teaching?

Maria Butyka, general director New Horizons Foundation: / think what impressed me
most is that PBL methods help children think critically, be very curious, and be amazed at
how many fantastic things exist in their community that they would never have considered
and perhaps would not have used without guidance in the learning process. | believe this
is the strength of the methodology itself.



Benefits brought to the school by the Place-Based Learning
methodology

Alina Mustata, educational expert: Place-Based Learning The benefits for a school
implementing this methodology occur at all levels. Students are more motivated to learn,
more engaged, and easily develop their competencies.

Teachers acquire new skills, such as interdisciplinary teaching, which increases their
motivation, sense of purpose, and joy.

The school gains highly engaged teams of teachers who are capable of implementing
projects and attracting new resources, continuing this cycle of learning, joy, and
motivation for both teachers and students.

How did the Place-Based Learning methodology reach the
New Horizons Foundation?

Maria Butyka, general director New Horizons Foundation: At the Noi Orizonturi
Foundation, we rely heavily on experiential learning and service-learning for the
community, and Place-Based Learning is a much broader umbrella that includes
community service. The Service Learning project represents the highest level a child can
reach when aiming to address real community needs and become a problem solver.

We realized that it is very challenging for Romanian children to truly examine community
needs and perform real analysis, while also needing to stay connected to the community.
Therefore, PBL-specific methods are used in Impact clubs or schools where we run Service
Learning to help children spend more time analyzing community needs, identifying values,
and mapping resources.

For teachers who have not implemented Place-Based
Learning

Andreea Tabun, program manager New Horizons Foundation: | would tell teachers to
have the courage to try, above all, because it is an extremely valuable tool that helps them
teach their subject better, helps students connect more closely with the school by learning
from a community space, and creates stronger relationships between the community and
the school, as well as between students, teachers, and the community.



David Pirneci: Although it may seem difficult to implement at first, this method forces you
to overcome any obstacle to become a learning facilitator, not just a content deliverer.
This barrier can be easily overcome through teamwork and implementing projects with
the help of students.

Rodica Arapu: My message would be: dare to try. You will have more engaged students,
more interesting lessons, guaranteed student motivation, and if you take full advantage
of the space around you, it tells you what you need and what is not useful. Learning is
possible through place anytime and anywhere. Success!
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